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You …………… (learn) English 
since were 10 years old.

What will we do this semester?



What will we do this semester?

 Presentation skills (why you need it?)

 Project 

 Powerpoint – prezi

 The Presentations will effect your final grade as 50%.

 Basicly; The aim of this lecture is to force you to make a 

«good» presentation to a group!!!

 Muafiyet sınavı



What is a seminar
 A conference or other meeting for discussion or training.
 A class at a college or university in which a topic is 

discussed by a teacher and a small group of students.
 The word seminar is derived from the Latin 

word seminarium, meaning "seed plot"



What is a seminar
Meriam-Webster Dictionary
 1: a group of advanced students studying under a 

professor with each doing original research and all 
exchanging results through reports and discussions 

 2a (1)   : a course of study pursued by a seminar 

(2) : an advanced or graduate course often featuring 
informality and discussion 

b : a scheduled meeting of a seminar or a room for such 
meetings 

 3: a meeting for giving and discussing information 



What is a seminar
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

 A seminar is, generally, a form of academic instruction, 
either at an academic institution or offered by a commercial 
or professional organization. 

 It has the function of bringing together small groups for 
recurring meetings, focusing each time on some particular 
subject, in which everyone present is requested to actively 
participate. 

 This is often accomplished through an ongoing Socratic 
dialogue with a seminar leader or instructor, or through a 
more formal presentation of research. 

Socratic dialogue: is a form of inquiry and debate between individuals 
with opposing viewpoints based on asking and answering questions to 
stimulate critical thinking and to illuminate ideas



What is a seminar
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

 Normally, participants must not be beginners in the field 
under discussion (at US and Canadian universities, seminar classes are generally 

reserved for upper-class students, although at UK and Australian universities seminars are 
often used for all years). 

 The idea behind the seminar system is to familiarize 
students more extensively with the methodology of their 
chosen subject and also to allow them to interact with 
examples of the practical problems that always occur during 
research work. 

 It is essentially a place where assigned readings are 
discussed, questions can be raised and debates can be 
conducted.

 It is relatively informal, at least compared to 
the lecture system of academic instruction.



What is a seminar
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

 In American universities, the term seminar refers to a 
course of intense study relating to the student's major. 

 Seminars typically have significantly fewer students per 
professor than normal courses, and are generally more 
specific in topic of study. 

 Seminars can revolve around term papers, exams, 
presentations, and several other assignments. Seminars 
are almost always required for university graduation.

Namely, it is universal



What is a seminar
(From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)

 In some European universities, a seminar may be a large 
lecture course, especially when conducted by a renowned 
thinker (regardless of the size of the audience or the scope 
of student participation in discussion). 

 Some non-English speaking countries in Europe use the 
word seminar (e.g., German Seminar, Slovenian seminar, 
Polish seminarium, etc.) to refer to a university class that 
includes a term paper or project, as opposed to a lecture 
class 

 This does not correspond to English use of the term. In 
some academic institutions, the term "preceptorial" is 
used interchangeably with seminar, although this is 
typically utilized in the scientific fields.[4][5]

 The experiences by erasmus students…

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seminar#cite_note-4
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seminar#cite_note-5


What is a seminar

In Business:

 Increasingly, the term "seminar" is used to describe a 
commercial event (though sometimes free to attend) 
where delegates are given information and instruction in a 
subject such as property investing, other types of investing, 
Internet marketing, self-improvement or a wide range of 
topics, by experts in that field.

 Seminar presentations are also intended for the 
improvement of technical knowledge of people. The 
presentations may also be uploaded in the internet for 
further reference by people.



A university Seminar

 A group of people come together to talk about a 
particular topic. If lecture classes tend to emphasize 
“coverage” through lectures and some reading, 
seminars tend to emphasize intense reading of books 
and articles or research into primary sources followed 
by a group discussion about what everyone is learning 
and what questions are arising.

 Moreover, by comparison with lecture classes, where 
the emphasis is on the absorption of a great deal of 
information gathered mostly by listening to a professor 
lecture, seminars place the focus on the talk and the 
questions of all of the seminar participants. 



A university Seminar

 Knowledge in a seminar is gained not by listening but by 
reading and talking. 

 Seminars live or die depending on the willingness of 
each and every seminar member not merely to prepare 
for class but also to engage with the other members of 
the seminar.



A university Seminar

Where might it take place? 

 Seminars are held in seminar rooms - that’s just a class 
room which could hold 50 or 15. A seminar group will 
typically be around 15 students. There could be fewer or 
more than this, but there’s unlikely to be much above 
20.



A university Seminar

How long might it last? 

 A seminar could last from one to two hours, depending 
on the subject, and on whether there’s a lecture for 
each seminar. If there isn’t, sometimes the seminars are 
longer, because they have a ‘lecture’ part to them, 
before the seminar proper.



A university Seminar

What sorts of information might you be given in a 
seminar? 

 A seminar broadens out the subject of a lecture and lots 
of other elements are discussed; other angles, theories, 
new ideas, links between subjects and so on.



A university Seminar

What are the audience expected to do in a seminar? 

 Audience are expected to join in the discussion. A tutor 
will ask questions and wants to know what you think. 
You’re not only allowed to contribute but are positively 
encouraged to do so.



A university Seminar

What are the audience expected to do in a seminar? 

 A seminar is for the audience to say what they want; an 
opportunity to discuss the topics connected to the 
subject that they want to investigate. 

 The tutor will probably lead off the discussion, bring it 
back if it’s gone too far off the point, and sometimes 
keep it going if everyone dries up, but it’s really the 
time for students to explore possibilities.

 It’s also a good time to clarify anything in the lecture 
that needs explaining - have your lecture notes ready.



A university Seminar

How does a seminar differ from a lecture? 

 The most obvious difference is that you’re usually silent 
in a lecture but are part of a discussion in a seminar.

 Lectures are generally delivered to much larger groups 
of students - whole subject year groups, sometimes, 
perhaps 150 students. Seminars are given in much 
smaller groups and often last longer than lectures. 



A university Seminar

How does a seminar differ from a lecture? 

 The information will be broader, usually based on a 
lecture, but opened out into a discussion.

 Lectures are ususally on general subjects while seminars
are focused on specialized topics.



The goals of university seminars

1. Mastery. Of course, every seminar wants audience to 
master the topic they are studying.



The goals of university seminars

2. Method. Students will research and write extensively in 
the seminar (a research seminar) and those in which most 
of their time and energy will focus on reading and 
reflecting on the reading (a reading seminar).

In a research seminar, students will experience first-hand 
the research process and they will talk in seminar about 
the difficulties they are encountering and perhaps talk 
together about particular documents, discussing what the
document might be telling them. They will experience the 
research side of how history is written.



The goals of university seminars

 3. Community. to create a community in which we not 
only talk about the topic bringing us together, but 
continue to learn how to talk — how to listen, how to 
express disagreement, how to defend one’s position, 
how to change one’s mind, how to clarify a question or 
a point of confusion, and so on. 

 Needless to say, learning how to talk in these ways
extend well beyond the classroom. 

 These skills add to all parts of our lives, including work, 
personal relationships. 

 They also foster our curiosity and desire to continue to 
learn over the course of our lives



Seminars vs. Workshops

 The main difference between seminars and workshops 
is that seminars are usually more academic and less 
hands-on than workshops. 

 Seminars are events that are mostly geared towards 
educational topics and usually feature one or more 
experts on the subject matter. 

 On the other hand, workshops are generally less formal 
and require more attendee participation than seminars. 
The main thrust of workshops is for the participants to 
gain new skills during the event under the guidance of 
the instructor.



Planning A Seminar
 The first step towards planning an effective seminar is to 

determine what the purpose of the seminar will be. 

 Think about the target audience who will participate and 
what they stand to gain from attending the seminar. 

 Every seminar must have an agenda, so determine what the 
agenda will be. 

 Set a budget for the seminar and work within this budget, 
and don't get too carried away with the selection of venue 
and other considerations that could potentially cost 
money.



Before The Seminar

 Find speakers for the seminar through an analysis of 
the subject matter and the speakers who can best fit 
the occasion. 

 Such speakers may be professional speakers, or just 
people with the requisite knowledge and authority to 
effectively convey the desired message.



Before The Seminar

 Choose a date, time and venue. These three 
interdependent items are usually based on the 
information to be shared, available venues and the 
number of people that are expected to attend. 

 Avoid scheduling seminars close to holidays, days set 
aside for important business events such as product 
launches or on days when other training may be 
planned. 

 These scheduling conflicts may lead to low attendance 
at your seminar. 

 Before confirming your seminar date and location, 
check community calendars to find out if there are 
similar or conflicting events already announced.



Before The Seminar-Venue

 Some of the things to consider when choosing an event 
venue include the availability of the necessary technical 
infrastructure to support the event.

 For example, the venue should have audio-visual 
facilities and communication equipment. Depending on 
the season, the air-conditioning or heating should be 
functioning properly. 

 Find out if they have a stand or dais for the speaker and 
if they offer catering services. Another important 
consideration is the availability of ample parking for the 
seminar attendees.



Before The Seminar

 Send out invites to those who will attend the seminar 
and engage in active marketing of the event through 
various means. For instance, the numerous social media 
sites are an excellent method for marketing the event. 
Facebook events, and other such sites can help 
publicize the event and keep the prospective attendees 
up to date regarding developments. 

 Prospective attendees can also indicate their 
willingness to attend the seminar by accepting the 
invitations sent to them through these channels.



Before The Seminar

 Send out invites to those who will attend the seminar 
and engage in active marketing of the event through 
various means. For instance, the numerous social media 
sites are an excellent method for marketing the event. 
Facebook events, and other such sites can help 
publicize the event and keep the prospective attendees 
up to date regarding developments. 

 Prospective attendees can also indicate their 
willingness to attend the seminar by accepting the 
invitations sent to them through these channels.



Before The Seminar

◦ Prepare a detailed seminar agenda. It should be 
based on the goals and objectives of the seminar. 
Indicate the confirmed seminar presenters on the 
agenda along with the specific topic and the main 
points to be discussed. 

◦ The agenda should include the amount of time 
allotted for each presentation along with any 
additional time required for group activities and 
breaks. Find out specific audio-visual equipment 
needs for each speaker such as microphone, 
projector, whiteboards and flip charts.



Before The Seminar



After The Seminar

 Analyze the outcome of the seminar, including the 
response of the attendees and their feedback in order 
to discover whether the aims of the seminar were met.

 You can also send out thank you notes to the attendees 
through emails and any other follow up, such as 
upcoming seminars.



10 Tips to MakeYour

Seminar a Success
1. Engage people. Yes, even the married ones. Do 
something, for heaven's sake, that will grab our attention 
and hold it. Speaking in a monotone voice with little to no 
eye contact does not register on my engage-o-meter.



10 Tips to MakeYour

Seminar a Success
2. Allow the people to interact. There's only so long a 
person can sit at a table in front of notepad before it 
begins to look like a comic. I, personally, am the world's 
worst doodler. Just wasn't given the gift. But even I will 
scribble a smiley face or two or seventy-three to avoid the 
dullness that is a seminar.

3. No repeats. None. We got it the first time. If I wanted 
to hear the same point again, I would have brought my 
video camera in an effort to relive the invigorating 
experience at my leisure.



10 Tips to MakeYour

Seminar a Success
4. Give a break. Please! Adult minds can only listen to the 
same voice for approximately seven minutes before going 
on a little brain field trip. Let us get up and stretch, offer us 
coffee, show us your best cartwheel. ANYTHING.



10 Tips to MakeYour

Seminar a Success
5. Keep the handouts to a minimum. If you've already 
given us a binder of tools, by all means, suppress the urge 
to come around halfway through with another packet of 
facts and suggestions. Just remind yourself that you alone 
are killing an entire forest for no reason as you do this 
because I guarantee you every one of those packets will be 
in a trash can within 24 hours.

6. Music. People like this. Use it.

7. Comedy. We like this too. Tell a joke.



10 Tips to MakeYour

Seminar a Success
8. Repeat after me. Interaction, good. Icebreakers, bad. If 
you would like for your audience to discuss a particular 
topic or even construct a paper mache duck, fantastic. 
But asking us to talk about our favorite colors and what 
our biggest feat has been is the absolute biggest no-no 
you can make, in my opinion. You are immediately labeled 
as "that guy/girl who made us do stupid stuff and wasted 
our time." Got it? And no trust games, either. Leave that 
for actors and psychiatrists.



10 Tips to MakeYour

Seminar a Success
9. Food. Snacks are tasty and keep us alert. Feed some to 
us.

10. And above all else, don't ruin our day by telling us 
when the next seminar is going to be.




